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AISI EXHIBIT OFFERS A HIGHLIGHT
AT BUILDER SHOW IN HOUSTON
A silver, two-story structure rising
high above the exhibit hall floor at this
year’s Builder Show stood as an impres

sive reminder to attendees that steel in
residential construction has definitely
arrived. Designed and constructed for
the American Iron and Steel Institute, the
steel framed house was one of the most
talked-about exhibits at the Houston
Show.
This was the first time AISI had
constructed a booth of this size and mag
nitude at the Houston Show. Builder
Bruce Ward and his three-man crew took
less than four days to erect the house.
Visitors were also surprised to find in
side a finished den, replete with carpet
ing, furniture and yes, even pictures hang
ing on the walls.
The hard work definitely paid off.
Thousands of builders, architects and
specifiers from every continent stopped

by to see what all the excitement was all
about. At times the booth appeared to be
more like an aerobics class as curious
visitors jum ped up and
down and pushed and pulled
on the framing to test the
durability of the house. Ex
perienced builders were
also on hand to lend their
expertise and field ques
tions ranging from how to
use a Vise-Grip C-clamp to
how a steel home will af
fect my TV receptions.
Nearly 2,000 people
volunteered their names and
addresses so they could re
ceive more information on steel con
struction practices, design specifications
and industry standards.
AISI distributes those names to its
members, several of whom also exhib
ited their products in the same area. “Steel
Central,” as it was called, featured a
variety of steel suppliers, including steel
truss fabricators, equipment manufactur
ers, roofing companies, software devel
opers and magazines all committed to the
use of steel in this burgeoning residential
market.
Next year, AISI will build a steel
framed demonstration house in addition
to its booth. The house will be built in the
Houston Astrodome parking lot and will
feature builder demonstrations and handson training for attendees.

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE AISI SPECIFICATION
The first edition of the Specification
for the Design of Cold-Formed Steel
Structural Members was published by
American Iron and Steel Institute in 1946.
Plans are being made by AISI to cel
ebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Speci
fication at the July 25-27, 1996 meeting
of the Committee on Specifications and
at the 13th International Specialty Con
ference on Cold-Formed Steel Structures
to be held in St. Louis on October 17-18,
1996.
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REVISED CENTER PUBLICATION ON
COMPUTER PROGRAMS
The Center’s September 1993 publication on Cold-Formed Steel Computer Programs was revised and republished in February
1996. This updated publication includes descriptions of a total of 30 computer programs now available in the United States, Canada,
Australia and South Africa. Compared to the previous edition, the following eight new programs were added in this newly revised
document for the analysis and design of cold-formed steel structures:

1. STRAP, by J. Diamant and D. Maon. A fully graphical, 3D, finite element, static and dynamic analysis program.
2. Cold-Former for Windows, by S. Elhouar. A comprehensive package for the analysis and design of a variety of
cold-formed steel structures.
3. COLDSTEEL, by M. Glancy. A cold-formed steel analysis program.
4. GENPANEL, by W.E. Kile. A program for computing properties and load tables for a general panel or beam with
or without intermediate stiffeners.
5. AISIWIN, by R.L. Madsen and A.E.G. Cheyne. A Window based software for the design of light gage steel studs,
joists, and track.
6. C-STUD ANALYZER IITM, by B.A. Mucha. An innovative program that allows the designer to select components from
a “Generic” database of 250 stud and track sections.
7. AISISPEC, by C. A. Rogers and R.M. Schuster. A user-friendly-on-screen prompting program that will produce gross and
effective section properties of the most common cold-formed steel sections used in practice.
8. BOXBEAM, by J. Tondelli and E. Broadway. A program enables the user to calculate allowable loads, for single, backto-back or built-up beams or columns using C-sections.
The revised publication can be ordered from the Center for Cold-Formed Steel Structures at a cost of $12 per copy.

AISI COMBINED ASD/LRFD
SPECIFICATION
A draft of the 1996 Edition of the
AISI Specification for the Design of ColdFormed Steel Structural Members was
finalized at the February 15-17, 1996
meeting of the AISI Committee on Speci
fications and its subcommittees held in
Orlando, Florida. This combined ASD/
LRFD Specification will be balloted by
the Committee in April, 1996. The pub
lic review of this document is scheduled
for August 1996.
A new Cold-Formed Steel Design
Manual is also being prepared by Ameri
can Iron and Steel Institute. This new
Manual will include the following parts:

I II III IV V VI VII-

Dimensions and Properties
Beam Design
Column Design
Connections
Specification and Commentary
Test Procedures
Supplementary Information

At the February 1996 meetings, the
AISI Committee and its subcommittees
also reviewed the progress made in vari
ous current research projects and sug
gested future research projects for the
fiscal year 1997.

GRADUATE FELLOWSHIP
AT UMR
The establishment of the Wei-Wen Yu
Graduate Fellowship at the University of Missouri-Rolla was reported in the August 1994
issue of the CCFSS NEWS. The purpose of the
fellowship was to encourage the best engineer
ing students to conduct research and to study
cold-formed steel structures. The stipend of the
fellowship is $ 1,000 each.
In 1995, Mr. Mike Happer, a Master De
gree candidate was selected as the recipient of
the 1994-1995 fellowship. His research topic
was Behavior of Cold-Formed Steel Roof
Trusses. Recently, Mr. Exaud Noe Koka and
Mr. Dan Li, Ph.D. candidates at UMR, have
been selected as two recipients of the 1995-96
fellowship. Mr. Koka is currently conducting a
research project on the Shear and Web Crip
pling of Light Steel Framing and Mr. Li’s
research is related to Genetic /Algorithm for
Multiobjective Optimization of Structures.
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THE RACK MANUFACTURERS INSTITUTE, INC.,
RMS
CENTER’S NEW SPONSOR
*wc*HMficwmm tmimm

The Rack Manufacturers Institute (RMI) was formed in 1958 as a not-for-profit Trade Association whose members are engaged
in or who control the structural design and manufacture of industrial steel storage racks. RMI is an affiliate of the Material Handling
Industry of America, a Charlotte based umbrella Trade Association.
The main mission and objective of RMI is to advance standards, quality, safety and general fitness for intended use of industrial
steel storage rack systems.
RMI works closely and maintains liaisons with many of the code and fire safety bodies to further assist in advancing the state
of the art in rack design and application.
RMI is accredited by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) as developer for U.S. Industrial Storage Racks products
and safety standards.
Extensive R & D programs along with product testing have been funded by RMI for over 35 years. These programs have resulted
in virtually all of the technical advances made within the U.S. codes/standards communities with respect to storage rack products.
RMI members prepare and conduct extensive educational materials and programs to create additional value for users of
industrial storage racks.
Some of the educational materials available include the following publications:
Industrial Steel Storage Racks Booklet
Stacker Rack Nomenclature
Minimum Design Standards for Pallet Stacking Frames
Specification for the Design, Testing and Utilization of Industrial Steel Storage Racks - 1990 edition
Specification for the Design and Utilization of Industrial Portable Storage Racks
Manual of Safety Practices - A Code of Safety Practices for the Use of Industrial and Commercial Steel Storage
Racks-ANSIMH16.2-1984
Industrial Steel Storage Racks Manual
Information on RMI and its member companies can be found on the world wide web with Material Handling Industry Online.
The Website resides in the Industry.Net®Online Marketplace at http://wwwdndustry.net/mhi or http://www.mhi.org.
For any additional information on RMI and the above publications, please call or fax:
8720 Red Oak Blvd., Ste. 201
Charlotte, NC 28217
Tel: 704-522-8644 Fax: 704-522-7826
The Center for Cold-Formed Steel Structures welcomes RMI as a new sponsor. Other sponsors of the Center include American
Iron and Steel Institute, Metal Building Manufacturers Association and Steel Deck Institute.

AISI SUBMITS PRESCRIPTIVE STANDARDS TO CABO
The American Iron and Steel Insti
tute (AISI) recently submitted a proposal
to the Council of American Building
Officials (CABO) to include prescrip
tive requirements for steel framing in the
CABO One and Two-Family Dwelling
Code (OTFDC). The CABO submittal
was condensed from Prescriptive Meth
ods for Residential Cold-Formed Steel
Framing, which are being developed for
HUD by the National Association of
Home Builders (NAHB) Research Cen
ter. The current OTFDC was published
in 1995. CABO will consider proposed
changes in 1996 and 1997 and will pub
lish a new edition in 1998. Consistent

with the current scope of the OTFDC, the
AISI proposal is limited to low and mod
erate seismic zones and non-coastal ar
eas. Planning has begun for the develop
ment of a supplemental hurricane and/or
seismic standard.
The proposal is based upon standard
sections (2x4, 2x6, 2x8, 2x10, 2 x l2 ’s)
that are readily available and consistent
with conventional residential construc
tion practices. The Load/Span Tables in
the proposal are included for floors for
single spans up to 25 feet and double
spans up to 36 feet for both 16 and 24inch spacings and 30 and 40 psf live
loads. Stud Tables are included for 8, 9,

and 10-foot loadbearing walls for 16and 24-inch spaces. Shear Wall require
ments are defined for either steel strap
ping or structural sheathing. Specific
details are also included for floor and
wall headers, reinforcements, stiffeners
and connections.
The CABO Code change hearings
are scheduled for April 9-11 in either
Nashville, or Memphis, Tenn.
For more inform ation contact:
CABO Secretariat, International Con
ference of Building Officials, 5380 Work
man Mill Road, Whittier, California
90801-2298.
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CALENDAR
March 27-29, 1996
AISC National Steel Construction Conference
Phoenix, AZ

Oct. 17-18, 1996
13th International Specialty Conference on
Cold-Formed Steel Structures
St. Louis, Mo.

April 15-18, 1996
5th International Colloquium on Stability
o f Metal Structures,
North American Session
Chicago, IL

Nov. 10-14, 1996
ASCE Annual Convention
Washington, D.C.

July 25-27, 1996
Meeting of the AISI Committee on Specifications
Norfolk, VA
Aug. 5-7, 1996
5th International Colloquium on Structural
Stability, Brazilian Session
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

December 11-14, 1996
International Conference on Advances
in Steel Structures
Hong Kong
July 29-31, 1997
5th International Colloquium on Stability and
Ductility of Steel Structures,
Japanese Session
Nagoya, Japan

Sept. 5-7, 1996
Second International Conference
on Coupled Instabilities in Metal Structures
Liege, Belgium
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